‘Lions claw down the Hawks in impressive rout

THE LEE Valley Lions
roared on Saturday as they
banished a four game losing
streak and plucked the
Slough Harrier Hawks’
feathers.

The Lions’ den was the
scene of the 16-1 demolition
job in the English National
Ice Hockey League South
Two clash.

Stas Prokofiev beat the
Harriers net-minder from a

Nick Alley pass, to open the.

scoring.

Within a minute, new boy
Nathan Higgins was in the
perfect position to tip home
after Ashley Curtin had bro-
ken down the flanks and
centred. )

The Harriers net-minder
was in good form but the
hosts scented blood and
fired home another four to
end the first session six
goals up.

A brace from Michael
Ranby, and one each from
Ashley Curtin and Gennadi
Yufit did the damage.

Lee Valley faced their
first real test early in the
second when they conceded
two penalties in quick suc-
cession and were forced

The Lee Valley Lions celebrate one of their goals during their

16-1 rout of Slough Harrier Hawks at the weekend

onto the back foot. But they
rode out the spell to emerge
unscathed.

‘Michael Ranby made it 7-0
as he scored his hat-trick,
picking up his own rebound
and slotting a backhand shot
home.

Further goals coming from
Ruslanas Jegorovas and
Michael Ranby, again, made
it 9-0. ’

The big one zero was a gem

to rank alongside the best
seen at the Lee Bridge Road
rink, spectators claimed.

Nick Alley skated down
the left side as Gennadi
Yufit got into position by
the goal. He then sent a per-
fect pass onto Yufit’s stick,
who slotted it home.

Michael Ranby netted his
fifth on a delayed penalty
call to make the score 110
at the buzzer.

Into the final period, Stas
Prokofiev made it 12 to the
Lions.

The Harriers fired in

“their solitary goal, in the

44th minute, but it was nei-
ther the start of a come
back nor much of a conso-
lation.”

Ranby hit his sixth and
Ashlee Cave his first of the

_season during a power-play.

Alley added to the rout.

By now it was all too
much to bear for the
Harriers net-minder. He
was banished to the sin-bin
for abusing the officials.

James Hatfull rounded
things off with a 16th goal.

- It was a less encouraging

story on Sunday, when the
Lions went down 12-4 to
table-topping Chelmsford
Chieftains.

Michael Ranby kept the
visitors in touch, while
there were also goals from
Gennadi Yufit, Joe Berry
and Nick Alley. :

However, despite the
heroics of Andrew Boot
between the pipes, the
Chieftains proved too
strong as they scored with
alarming regularity.



