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Thursday August 11 , 2011, Hackney Gazette 

)) All the latest from the Hackney sports scene 

Sunday is the 
new fight day 
With the new pro boxing 
season getti n g under way 
next month it looks like a 
case of Sunday best for local 
pro prospects at York Han , 
Bethnal Green with an af­
ternoon bill set for Septem­
ber 18. 

Lady promoter Miranda 
Carter raises the curtain 
with her Left Jab Promo­
tions back at Bethnal Green 
on that day with a bill she 
calls 'Great Expectations'. 

Leon Williams, the South· 
ern Area cruiserweight 
champion based at Canning 
Town's TKO gym, is booked 
for action on the night along· 
side West Ham's Paul 
Bowen. 

Ian Lewison, Danny Con­
nor, George Jupp, Brett 
O'Callaghan, Dalton Miller, 
Francis Gicheca, Diego Bur­
ton, Ideh Ockuko, and debut 
boy Luke Fowler are also 
n amed on the Left Jab's Sun· 
day afternoon show. 

The Goodwin promotions 
group also makes a return 
to Yor k Hall for a Saturday 
night bill on October 8 with 
a dozen contests already 
scheduled on the pro­
gramme. 

These include bouts fea­
turing John Ryder and Tyler 
Goodjohn, prospects from 
the stable of east London 
manager/ trainer Tony 
Sims. 

Ohuruogu is 
shocked by 
performance 

Lions add to their pride ahead 

of National league campaign 
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Lee Valley Lions have 
been gearing up for the 
new season with a se· 

ries of trials for their 
squad. 

A number oflast season's 
favourites have already re­
signed for the team, includ­
ing Players' Player of the 
Year, Calum Heath, and 
Canada·born player-coach, 
Blair Dubyk. 

Dubyk is excited to · add 
more players to the team, 
including Richard Hodge, 
who is returning for his 
fifth season with the 
Lions. 

Dubyk said: "Hodgie had 
a good year last year, de­
spite not getting on the 
scoresheet as often as he 
would have liked. . 

"His stats may not have 
been what he wanted them 
to be, but he's the guy who 
starts the play from his 
own end, always in posi­
tion and reliable. 

"Every team needs guys 
like h im and it is really 
great to have him back." 

Another boost to the 

_. - ~ . ­squad is former L l0n, :scott 
Beeson. 

Beeson returns to the 
team after stints in the 
English National League 
One with Haringey Grey­
hounds and Invicta Dyna­
mos. 

"Scott and I spoke late 
last season about the pos­
sibility ofhim coming back 
to Lee Valley," recalled 
Dubyk. 

"But the transfer dead­
line was just days away. 

Big asset 
"1 know Scott as a hard­

working forward who can 
put the puck in the net and 
there is no doubting th at 
he will be a big asset to the 
team." 

This season the Lions 
have announced a new net­
minder who joins existing 
keepers, Ruth Cattell and 
George Alley. 

Steve Grout makes his 
way over to Lee Valley af­
ter playing numerous 
years with the Invicta 
Mustangs. 

"Steve contacted us at 
_ _ of trainingthe begining 

. - - I == camp, wanting a change of . 
scenery," Dubyk said of 
Grout. 

"He brings years of 
knowledge and experience 
to help with our other two 
goalies and I have already 
noticed a positive change 
in our goaltending. 

"With three of them 
fighting for the number­
one spot, I expect them to 
stay sharp, not only in 
games but in practices. 

"And it has been work­
ing." 

Lee Valley Lions begin 
their English National 
League South Two cam­
paign on Saturday August 
3 and the team will be look­
ing to build on last season's 
10th-place finish. 

Before then though, the 
Lions will also be taking 
part in a pre-season friend­
ly against English National 
League South One side 
Streatham Redskins in aid 
of Cancer Resear ch. 

The game will take place 
in Streatham on Au gust 21, 
with face-off scheduled for • Canada-born Blair Dubyk has re-signed for the Lee Valley lions ahead 
4.30pm. of the new season Pic: Julianne Bonner 

Crown and Manor head·out on USA Tour ISeven-a-side league to start 

Crown and Manor's under­
13s team will travel out to 
the USA this week for a Sta­
teside tour. 

Sixteen players from the 
Hoxton-based club will par-

teams who are also prepar­
ing for the new season in the 
Disney Cup in Orlando. 

" It will be a huge chal­
lenge playing in weather 
conditions a little unfamil­

and Dixon, along with as­
sistant manager Dean Cov­
entry and captain Daniel 
Coventry will make sure 
that the squad is ready for 
their first warm-up game. 

Stoke Newington School is set 
to host a new seven-a-side 
football league starting in 
September. 

The leagues will be run by 
Adam Cattell and Paul Fran­

"We film the games and put 
together a highlights package 
that can be viewed on Face­
book and YouTube," said Cat­
ten . 

Games will take place on 


