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NAUGHTY Nottingham Panther Jason Martin uses his stick for u

LEE Valley Lions belicd the
form books to produce the first
big of the ice hockey
season by beating Nottingham
Panthers 3-2 on Sunday. :
The Lions wcnt into their
debut match in the Norwich
Union Cup without any hard
Erc-s:a.mn ch ¢ matches,
ut immediately clicked 1nto a
flucnt pattern to defeal a team
rated as the second best in
England after Durham.
And the victory was achieved
without top English plaver
Chris Leggatt and several other
squad men to increasc the feel-
ing of pleasure in the Lee
Valley .

the prermer division last season

team the Lions have ever faced
— but from the -start it was
impossible for an outsider to
luigahj{rh' ﬁgﬁ the premier sijda._
alley’s new mport Jari
Virta made an innnmdl:i':le im-
act. in his debut match in
ritain and showed early evi-
dence of his undoub
and inspirational qualities.
Tt was Virta who linked with
(ieof Williams o set up Janne
Lehti for the Lions” first goal of
the season after almost six
minutes of play and the 700
plus crowd warmed to an even
match which preduced cvery-
thing that s good in British
hockey.
Lehti made it two with assists
from Andy Legeatl and Virta
and the Panthers rctreated to
their dressing room at the ¢nd
of the first period knowing they
had to produce scmething spe-
cial fo avoid a major upset.

Nottingham finished sixth in

and 4ré probably the strongest.

skill

GUARDIAN-Gozette managing
thrilling win on Sundoy. Willioms hos been sponsored by
help has kept him at the club despite several offers from other teams,
Roger Carter and Waltham Forest Guardion editor John Jomes, who
present ot the game. (X1051)

during Sunday’s classic ice hockey 'gulm:. Photo: Joan Harries. (x104%9)
T ' .

by PAUL NEWMAN ] |

They did manage to get back
in the game with 4 strike [rglrln
import Jim- Keyes in a tight
second stanza, gut the crucial
blow came seconds after when
Virta netted an unassisted goal
which proved to be the match
winner and was ample rewari
for the Finn's composad display
which augers well for the
future. '

MNottingham's new 1mport
Terry Kurtenbach scored the
only goal of the final period as
the Lions held on to win thanks -
to somec hard working hockey

from new coach Kichie Doran.

Doran marshalled his team
superbly throughout the game
and his tactics compared
favourably with those of the
Fanthers” Alex Dampier, rated
as one of the most shrewd
coaches in the country,

Also noticeable was the self
disciphine m the Lions’ players
when faced with one of the
strictest referees m Bnlain, Jim
Taylor, who seems to want to
make ice hockey a non-contact
sport jwdging by some of his
penalties! .

But the Lions refused to be
bothered — unlike the Panth-
ers — and their defensive dis-

lay against talenied men like

yes and Jamie Crapper was

top notch and worthy of the
premier division.

Lehti was his usual comman-
ding sell and- Geol Williams
andg Erskine Douglas were in
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inspircd form.
owever, the star of the bluc

line was another debutant,
Alistair Rodger from Glasgow
who recei the man of thc
match .'1wa33-jdn and was brilliant
in wality company

,-rf]?:lqwhat ha;:-pgr.r:d when
Nottingham got past the
formidable four defenders?
The best goal-minder in the
country was ready to thwart
them. _

Vesa Pennanen has lost a lot
t during the summer

(not that he was ever over-

and intelligent. line changes. - weight anyway) and is deter-

mined to improve Uporn cven
s outstanding form of the last
two years.

He was better than ever on

Sunday — particularly when it

most mattered m the last mi-
nute when he made two supcr
saves as the Panthers pressed
hard for an cqualiser. .
Said Lions manager Mike
Smith: “We mustn't gel over
confident and we must remem-
ber that Nottingham had a hard
¢ at Solthull on Saturday,
t even 0 our diiplﬂ' wis
very encouragmg. several play-
ers were su ued some of
Janne's dekes were a joy to
watch — if you can deke pre-
mier division players with reg-
ulanty hke he did then you
must be goed.”

The Lions continue their
tough Norwich Union schedule
at Lee Valley on Sunday when

they meet their old rivals Soli-

=

t6 bring down Andy Leggatt

- tyn Barratt from Alirincham

watching Sunday's game at Lee

“were increased even further

hull Barons at 5.30pm.
If the Lions repeat their
Nottingham form anything is
sgible and there is 4 prowing
teeling in hockey that top slod
in e Norwich Union
England group could be de-
cided between first division
sides Lee Valley and Telford —

the Tigers signed Jeff Smith on -

Friday and are looking equally
as formidable as the Lions.
- Chris Leggatt and Geoff Del-
derfield should be back in the
tcamGthiS wa?]k after hu]i:ila]..-s
and Gary Bayliss is expecicd 1o
play after bemg dru[:i:god from
the Panthers march for failling
to turn ? for a ice game
against Richmond last week.
Add them to the strong
squad already assembled (in-
ﬁuding Drave Petrie and Nigel
Auguste, who hawve -returncd
alter an absence from Lee Val-
ley and new signings like Mar-

and Phil Gosbee from Med-
way) and you can see why the
Lions are so optimistic about
the. months ahead after their
memorable start to the current
campaigi.

@ Lions boss Mike Smith s
still interested in signing Dave
Rapley, even though he has
joined Slough. Rapley was

Valley and had talks with Mike
Smith afterwards.

® The Guardian-Gazette's
strong links with the Lions

Iast week when sporls reporter
Richard Leowis was appointcd
as joint nnk announcer at
home martches along with-Char-
lie Sumner.

(L5}

THTTT IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIiIIIIIIIIIIII_IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII_IIIIIIIlllllIIIIIIIIllllllllll_lllllllii“lllllill ]

=

T

T T L : : = O et s o R g e :
= Pordoe congratulates Lions captain Geof Willioms on his side’s
us for the last three years and our valuable financial

Also pictured is advertising director
were part of the Guardian-Gazette party
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