


"A LOT OF PEOPLE THINK THE TOWN IS NAMED MODO" 

 

In the hunt for the perfect last piece of puzzle of the coaching staff, Modo Hockey's 

[http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modo_Hockey] general manager Markus Näslund 

[http://www.eliteprospects.com/player.php?player=697] turned to an old friend from the years 

in the NHL. Barry Smith, assistant coach in Vancouver Canucks from 2002 to 2008, didn't 

hesitate to accept the challenge. Meet the club's first trans-atlantic coach ever. 

 

We meet in Fjällräven Center [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fj%C3%A4llr%C3%A4ven_Center] 

two days after a long-awaited victory, where Leksand 

[http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leksands_IF] were defeated 6-3 - and where Barry could claim the 

honour of "breaking the ice". He is the one of the three coaches who is responsible for forwards 

and power play. 

  

“So you can blame me for everything that hasn't worked out this autumn,” he says with a laugh. 

 

He had a similar role in Vancouver, but back then the top players were named Näslund, Bertuzzi, 

Morrison and Sedin. The forward material in Modo, where no player is found among the Top 50 

leading scorers, demands another kind of coaching. 

“We have skilful players, but no real top scorer, so we have to spread the scoring on more guys 

and get players like Öberg [http://www.eliteprospects.com/player.php?player=238] and 

Forsberg [http://www.eliteprospects.com/player.php?player=17136] in the scoring board. If we 

can do that we'll get stronger as a team and more stabilised than those who are dependent on 

just one top line.” 

Against Leksand, players from all the lines produced and thus helped to win after six losses in a 

row. 

“It's strange how it works with strings of victories and losses,” Barry says. “Often you'll notice 

the tendencies in the play before it shows in the standings. You can play lousy for several games 

before the losses arrive - and you can play well for several games before you start winning 

again. Now we're on the right path.” 

When Barry was presented as a member of Modo's new coaching staff, his name was unknown 

to most people - while others confused him with the nine years older Barry Smith 

[http://www.eliteprospects.com/staff.php?staff=4971] who was coaching Malmö 

[http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malm%C3%B6_Redhawks] in the spring of 1997. However, that 

lack of knowledge tells more about some of us than about Modo’s new Smith. With 10 teams as 

a player and 21 years of coaching 13 teams in eight leagues, he is sitting with a CV that is hard to 

beat. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modo_Hockey
http://www.eliteprospects.com/player.php?player=697
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fj%C3%A4llr%C3%A4ven_Center
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leksands_IF
http://www.eliteprospects.com/player.php?player=238
http://www.eliteprospects.com/player.php?player=17136
http://www.eliteprospects.com/staff.php?staff=4971
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malm%C3%B6_Redhawks


“Ever since my teenage years my life has been about hockey,” he tells us. “First it was junior 

hockey and college hockey, and in the summers I worked at hockey schools. I understood that I 

wouldn't reach NHL, so I took the chance to play in Europe.” 

During the years in England and Germany, he got the chance to be a playing coach, and for the 

first time he considered a career as a coach. In 1992 he started his new career in ECHL - and 

exactly ten years later he entered the dressing room of Vancouver. There he was met by a cool, 

confident team captain from Örnsköldsvik. 

“To make it to the NHL as a coach, when you had never played there, was overwhelming. I 

talked a lot with Markus and that helped a lot. The Swedish mentality, where you are concerned 

that everybody should take part and feel involved, was something that I assimilated.” 

After the years in Vancouver, Barry has for example been video coach for Team USA, been 

assisting coach in Denmark’s Under 20-team, and he spent last season in the Netherlands. 

“I love this sport and I have never regarded it as a job. Even the tough days, like after six losses 

in a row, I love getting to the arena and meet the guys. I actually think I feel more passion for 

this game now than ever before.” 

That passion was one of the reasons for Markus Näslund to get in touch this spring. 

“Anders (headcoach Forsberg) [http://www.eliteprospects.com/staff.php?staff=1248] is very 

relaxed as a leader and I act a bit like a father figure. Me and Jan-Axel 

[http://www.eliteprospects.com/player.php?player=289] are more emotional, and I think it was 

that mix that Markus was looking for.” 

Coaching Modo is an honourable task in Barry’s eyes. 

“When I said I was going to Modo, everybody over there knew what it was about. It's fascinating 

that so many top players can originate from such a small town, and we used to joke that you 

gotta have something special in the drinking water. We regard Modo as the European 

equivalent of Montreal or Vancouver. Even ordinary fans know about the team, although a lot 

of people think the town is named Modo ... (laughs).” 

 

“You grew up in a small place in Michigan, close to the Canadian border. Are there any 

similarities between Stambaugh and Örnsköldsvik?” 

“Actually there are! It was a small blue collar place with rather cold climate where they 

appreciated hard work. A lot of Finns and Swedes lived there as well.” 

“Was it anything with Örnsköldsvik that surprised you when you got here?” 

“I knew that the town was small, but I thought the area around should be more populated. 

Considering how many attendants Modo has in each game I was thinking of a catchment of 

100,000 persons rather than 50,000.” 
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Another thing that has made an impression is the mentality of the Ö(rnskölds)vik-inhabitants. 

“Everybody here seems so relaxed and open-minded. You don't step on each other to reach 

your goals.” 

Right now Barry longs for two things: a considerable snow cover and his three sons. They still 

live in the USA, but they will come and visit for ten days around Christmas. The mother of the 

children is no longer alive, and Barry says that this will be the first Christmas in three years that 

he and the sons have possibility to celebrate together. 

“There has been a lot of Skyping during the autumn, he certifies. They're really looking forward 

to getting here.” 

More games with Modo Hockey are waiting after Christmas - and Barry Smith is aiming high. 

“We can't dream of second place, the aim has to be gold medal. It's a long way to get there, but 

we're considering the whole season as a journey. With a team as young as ours there will be low 

points during the season, but everything is part of the developing process of the team. We will 

do our very best when it's time for the play-offs. 

 

Barry Smith 

Age: 52 years 

 

Place of birth: Stambaugh in Michigan, USA 

 

Family: Girlfriend and three sons; 20, 18 and 14 years old. The youngest is a swimmer and the 

two elder plays American football. 

Lives: by the square in Örnsköldsvik, on top of Handelsbanken (bank of commerce)  
 
Article, English translation and additional links kindly provided by Mikael Uhlin, who runs a 
site about the London Lions of the 1970s: 
http://www.angelfire.com/space/u_line/london.htm). 
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